H.R. _____

A BILL

To strengthen congressional control over appropriations, tariffs, and other powers vested in Congress under Article I of the Constitution, to reinforce the independence of the Federal Reserve System, and for other purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
This Act may be cited as the "Article I Powers Preservation and Fiscal Accountability Act of 2029."
Congress finds that—
(1) Article I of the Constitution vests the legislative powers of the United States in Congress;
(2) the Appropriations Clause entrusts Congress exclusively with authority over expenditures from the Treasury;
(3) the Constitution assigns Congress authority to regulate commerce with foreign nations and to establish duties, imposts, and excises;
(4) Congress has delegated certain limited authorities to the Executive concerning tariffs and trade, but retains ultimate constitutional responsibility for such matters;
(5) public confidence in the Nation's financial system depends upon the political independence of the Federal Reserve System in carrying out its statutory responsibilities;
(6) effective constitutional government requires faithful observance of the separation of powers established by the Constitution.
For purposes of this Act—
(1) "Impoundment" means any action that delays, withholds, reserves, defers, cancels, conditions, or otherwise prevents the timely obligation or expenditure of appropriated funds.
(2) "Tariff" includes any customs duty, surcharge, import fee, border adjustment, or other charge imposed upon imported goods.
(3) "Federal Reserve" means the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the Federal Reserve Banks acting pursuant to Federal law.
The Impoundment Control Act of 1974 is amended as follows:
(A) Whenever the President, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, or any executive agency delays, withholds, defers, reserves, or otherwise impounds appropriated funds, a detailed written report shall simultaneously be transmitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President pro tempore of the Senate, the Comptroller General of the United States, and the appropriate congressional committees.
(B) Such report shall identify—
(i) every affected appropriation;
(ii) the statutory authority relied upon;
(iii) the constitutional authority relied upon;
(iv) the amount withheld;
(v) the duration of the withholding;
(vi) the operational consequences of the withholding; and
(vii) a legal memorandum prepared by the Office of Legal Counsel or other appropriate executive legal authority supporting the action.
(C) Failure to submit such report shall render the impoundment unlawful.
Whenever either House of Congress adopts a resolution asserting that appropriated funds are being unlawfully impounded, expedited judicial review shall be available in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.
The House of Representatives, the Senate, any committee possessing jurisdiction over the affected appropriation, and the Comptroller General shall each possess statutory standing to bring such action.
Any appeal shall proceed directly to the Supreme Court of the United States.
No appropriated funds may be withheld beyond the period authorized by the Impoundment Control Act unless expressly authorized by subsequent Act of Congress.
No officer or employee of the Executive Branch may condition the expenditure of appropriated funds upon agreement with policy objectives not enacted by Congress.
No Executive Order, presidential memorandum, administrative directive, or agency guidance shall authorize withholding appropriated funds except as expressly authorized by statute.
Congress reaffirms that powers vested exclusively in Article I may not be exercised by the Executive except pursuant to express statutory authorization enacted by Congress.
Except as expressly provided herein or by subsequent Act of Congress, the President shall possess no independent authority to impose tariffs, customs duties, import fees, border charges, or substantially similar exactions upon imported goods.

The President may impose temporary tariffs only where—
(A) another nation first imposes tariffs exceeding ten percent upon goods originating in the United States during the President's term of office;
(B) the United States is engaged in active armed hostilities against the nation whose imports are subject to such tariffs pursuant to statutory or constitutional authority;
or
(C) Congress has declared war against the relevant foreign nation or Congress has recognized that a foreign nation has declared war against the United States.
Any temporary tariff imposed pursuant to this section shall expire ninety calendar days after taking effect unless ratified by Act of Congress.
The President shall transmit to Congress, not later than sixty days after imposing any temporary tariff, proposed legislation seeking ratification together with—
(A) an economic analysis;
(B) projected revenue effects;
(C) projected effects upon consumers;
(D) projected effects upon domestic industries;
(E) projected effects upon inflation;
(F) projected effects upon national security; and
(G) the legal basis supporting the action.
Congress may extend any temporary tariff only by Act of Congress and only for additional periods not exceeding ninety calendar days each.
Failure of Congress to enact such legislation prior to expiration of any extension period shall automatically terminate the tariff without further executive action.
Nothing in this Act shall impair Congress's authority permanently to establish tariffs through legislation.

No officer or employee of the Executive Branch may direct, compel, threaten, intimidate, coerce, or otherwise improperly interfere with the independent monetary policy determinations of the Federal Reserve System.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit—
(A) public policy recommendations;
(B) testimony before Congress;
(C) formal communications authorized by law between the Treasury Department and the Federal Reserve;
(D) participation in meetings otherwise authorized by Federal law.
The Chair of the Board of Governors shall annually certify to Congress whether any improper attempts to influence the Federal Reserve have occurred.
The Comptroller General shall conduct annual audits concerning compliance with this Act and shall report findings to Congress.
The Inspector General of each affected executive agency shall immediately notify Congress whenever evidence exists that appropriated funds are being unlawfully withheld.
Any officer or employee knowingly violating this Act shall be subject to appropriate administrative discipline in accordance with existing Federal law.
Nothing in this Act shall—
(1) diminish the constitutional powers of Congress;
(2) impair lawful presidential authority expressly granted by the Constitution;
(3) authorize judicial review of monetary policy decisions of the Federal Reserve;
(4) affect existing authorities exercised pursuant to a declaration of war except as expressly provided herein; or
(5) create any private right of action except as expressly authorized under this Act.
The provisions of this Act shall take effect immediately upon enactment.

