H.R. ___

A BILL

To establish mandatory investigative, disclosure, referral, and congressional review procedures concerning substantial emoluments received by certain senior Federal officials, and for other purposes.

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the "Emoluments Accountability and Congressional Review Act of 2029."

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.
(a) Findings.
Congress finds that—
1. the Constitution prohibits certain Federal officials from accepting emoluments from foreign states without congressional consent; 
2. the receipt of substantial financial benefits, gifts, or other things of value by senior government officials may undermine public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of government; 
3. Congress possesses constitutional authority to investigate official misconduct and to determine whether such misconduct warrants impeachment; 
4. Inspectors General play an essential role in identifying misconduct, corruption, conflicts of interest, and abuse of office; and 
5. public confidence in government is enhanced when allegations involving substantial emoluments are reviewed through transparent and orderly congressional procedures. 
(b) Purposes.
The purposes of this Act are—
1. to establish mandatory investigative procedures concerning substantial emoluments received by senior government officials; 
2. to require public reporting of findings; 
3. to require congressional review of substantiated findings; 
4. to ensure that allegations involving substantial emoluments receive formal consideration by the House of Representatives; and 
5. to preserve the constitutional discretion of the House of Representatives and the Senate concerning impeachment. 

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.
(a) Covered Official.
The term "covered official" means—
1. the President; 
2. the Vice President; 
3. any Cabinet Secretary; 
4. the White House Chief of Staff; 
5. the National Security Advisor; 
6. the Director of National Intelligence; 
7. the Director of the Office of Management and Budget; 
8. any officer compensated at Executive Schedule Level I or Level II; and 
9. any other officer designated by Act of Congress as a senior government official. 
(b) Emolument.
The term "emolument" means any profit, gain, compensation, salary, fee, gift, gratuity, payment, business opportunity, financial benefit, preferential treatment, forgiveness of debt, contractual advantage, favorable transaction, or other thing of value received directly or indirectly.
(c) Item of Value.
The term "item of value" means any tangible or intangible property, service, right, privilege, financial instrument, investment opportunity, contractual benefit, loan, extension of credit, or other thing possessing economic value.
(d) Indirect Receipt.
The term "indirect receipt" includes receipt through—
1. a spouse; 
2. a dependent; 
3. a trust; 
4. a partnership; 
5. a corporation; 
6. a limited liability company; 
7. a foundation; 
8. a controlled affiliate; or 
9. any person or entity acting for the benefit of a covered official. 
(e) Inspector General.
The term "Inspector General" includes any Inspector General established under the Inspector General Act of 1978 and any successor office established by law.

SEC. 4. INVESTIGATION OF SUBSTANTIAL EMOLUMENTS.
(a) Mandatory Investigation.
Whenever an Inspector General receives credible evidence that a covered official has received, directly or indirectly, an emolument or item of value having an aggregate value of $10,000 or more, as reasonably determined, the Inspector General shall initiate an investigation.
(b) Standards.
The Inspector General shall determine—
1. the nature and value of the emolument; 
2. the source of the emolument; 
3. whether the emolument was received directly or indirectly; 
4. whether applicable constitutional, statutory, regulatory, or ethics provisions were implicated; and 
5. any other facts relevant to congressional review. 

SEC. 5. REPORT OF FINDINGS.
(a) Report.
Upon completion of an investigation, the Inspector General shall issue a written report containing—
1. findings of fact; 
2. supporting evidence; 
3. valuation methodology; 
4. legal and ethics analysis; 
5. conclusions; and 
6. recommendations. 
(b) Referral Threshold.
If the Inspector General finds by a preponderance of the evidence that a covered official received, directly or indirectly, an emolument or item of value having an aggregate value of $10,000 or more, as reasonably determined, the report shall be referred pursuant to subsection (c).
(c) Congressional Referral.
The report shall be transmitted to—
1. the Speaker of the House of Representatives; 
2. the Minority Leader of the House; 
3. the Chair and Ranking Member of the House Committee on the Judiciary; 
4. the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Senate; and 
5. the Chair and Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 
(d) Public Disclosure.
Except where classified information, grand jury material, or protected national security information is involved, the report shall be made publicly available within 14 days after transmission to Congress.

SEC. 6. MANDATORY JUDICIARY COMMITTEE REVIEW.
(a) Automatic Referral.
Upon receipt of a report under section 5(c), the matter shall automatically be referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
(b) Hearings.
The Committee shall conduct one or more public hearings regarding the report not later than 90 days after referral, except where classified information requires closed proceedings.
(c) Committee Investigation.
The Committee may conduct additional investigations, issue subpoenas, receive testimony, and gather evidence.

SEC. 7. PREPARATION OF ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT.
(a) Drafting Requirement.
Not later than 120 days after receiving a report under section 5(c), the House Committee on the Judiciary shall prepare proposed Articles of Impeachment addressing the conduct described in the report.
(b) Alternative Recommendation.
The Committee may also prepare alternative recommendations, including censure, referral for criminal investigation, ethics referrals, legislative reforms, or no further action.

SEC. 8. PUBLIC COMMITTEE VOTE.
(a) Vote Required.
Following consideration of the proposed Articles of Impeachment and any alternative recommendations, the House Committee on the Judiciary shall conduct a recorded public vote.
(b) Committee Report.
The Committee shall issue a written report setting forth—
1. its findings; 
2. the results of its vote; 
3. the views of the majority; and 
4. any dissenting or supplemental views. 

SEC. 9. HOUSE CONSIDERATION.
The Committee's report, together with any Articles of Impeachment approved by the Committee, shall be transmitted to the House of Representatives for consideration pursuant to the Rules of the House.

SEC. 10. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.
Nothing in this Act shall—
1. require the House of Representatives to approve any Article of Impeachment; 
2. require the Senate to convict any impeached official; 
3. alter the constitutional powers of either House of Congress; 
4. create a criminal offense; 
5. establish a presumption of guilt; or 
6. limit the authority of Congress to pursue any other remedy permitted by law. 

SEC. 11. SEVERABILITY.
If any provision of this Act, or its application to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder shall not be affected.

SEC. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Act shall take effect immediately upon enactment.

